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President’s Letter

| dways look at September asa
spedal time of year. For me, it seansto be
the beginning d the year, even more so than
the January new year. A time to take stock
of adivitiesand gals. A timeto commit to
finishing those projeds begunin the old
evenings of late winter and set aside in the
joy of spring. This September, especidly,
I’m very glad that I'm an AAUW member.

Asasociety, we seem to be dlowing
the dock to be turned back: Questions
abou women'’s gatusin the math and
sciencefields, women are 51% of the
popdation bu hald orly 2 sedsonthe
Supreme Court (and it appeas that will soon
fall to ore sea); women hdd zero o the 20
House of Representatives committee tdair
pasitions and orly 65 d the 435sedsin the
House. AAUW works to be sure our voice
ishead in the national dialogue. | was
astonished this past summer when there
seamed to be a“brouhaha” regarding the
appantment of afemae symphony
condwctor. | kept having the feding that it
was 1975rather than 2005.

We' ve only had theright to vate for
85 yeas— August 28 will be the 85"
anniversary of that event. Was that the
result of an enlightened voting pulic (i.e.,
men)? Hardly! It took 92 yeas of hard
work and suffering for women to gain the
right to vate in the United States! | believe
we must be ever vigilant to preserve the
rights, resporsibiliti es and oppatuniti es that
so many women worked for yearsto gain for
later generations. Y our membership in
AAUW will continue that vigilancefor the
generations to come.

I’m looking forward to seang youat
our medingsthisyea. Sandy Seppaa, who
has been a member of AAUW since 1967,
has a crnucopia of interesting programs and
events planned. Sandywas eleded Vice
President for Programs. I'd also like to take
this oppatunity to welcome Karen Krist
Justesen to the Board as Reaording
Seaetary. Karenisalongtimebook goup
member and dvides her time between
Copenhagen and Washington. It shoud be
an interesting AAUW year for al of us!
Anne

Potluck and Year’s Kick—-off

Saturday, September 10,noon—-2:15
Bombay Room
3001Veazy Terrace, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
Metro: Van Ness
Parkingin pubic lot on Veazy

Join us as we kick off the AAUW 2005-06
yea with ou traditional potluck. You'll also
hea from afew of our own members who will
share with us amething that might surprise or
interest us about themselves. You'll get a
glimpse of the upcoming programsfor the
yea. Thisisaperfed timeto reconned with
your AAUW friends and get energized for the
yea to come.

Please bring amain dish, vegetable, sdlad o
dessert to share (or $5 contributionif you
can't bringadish).

RSVP: Sandy Seppaa, Program Chair, 703-
7392522 or sandra.seppal a@verizon.net.




Lillian M. Rymarowicz
Mary Ann Banta

Longtime member, Lilli an
Rymarowicz, died at anursing hanein
Hammond, Indiana. Lilli an received a
bacdhelor's degreefrom Indiana University
and a master's degreefrom the University of
Cincinnati, bah in ecnamics. She worked
with the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago
andthe llli nois Department of finance. After
serving onAdlai E. Stevenson's presidential
campaignfinance @mmittee Lilli an moved
to Washington to work for the US
Department of Commerce and the
Congessona Reseach Service Lilli an was
also adive in the League of Women Voters.

Embassy of Finland Tour,
SAUMA Exhibition & Lunch

Saturday, October 8

11:30, Embassy of Finland
3301Massadhusetts Ave., NW
(corner of 34") Parking on 34" St.
1 p.m., Lunch at Old Europe
2434Wisconsin Ave., (nea Calvert)
Parking in Wadhovia Bank lot

Join usfor the “cook's tour” of the Embassy of
Finland—from its graceful, sweeping staircase
toitslarge sauna (Embassy is handicgp
acessble). You'll aso enjoy the aurrent
exhibition, SAUMA (design elements). There
will be 15installations by contemporary
Finnish designers showing rew design
approades for the traditional Finnish saunato
key elementsin akitchen to patable toolsand
more... SAUMA exhibitionis one of the Yea
of Design 005 eventsin Finland.

Well lunch together at the German “Old
Europe” restaurant to finish our afternoon.

RSVP: Sandy Seppala, Program Chair, 703-
7392522 or sandra.seppa a@verizon.net.

M ark the Branch M eetings on
your Calendar

The AAUW 200506 ranch medings and
adivities kick off on September 10 with our
annual patluck in the Bombay Room, 3001
Veaey Terrace, N.W. We have agreat
lineup d medings thisyea from luncheons
with spe&kersto tours to joint medings.
Here'saquick look

October 8: Tour of Embassy of Finland

and SAUMA Exhibition, lunch at Old

Europe.

November 12: In Women’'s Hands: African

Women Battling HIV/AIDs, spedker

Pauli ne Muchina, Ph.D.

Decenber 10: Christmas Luncheon at

Maggiano's. Women to Inspire Us: The

Gift of Giving. Spe&er, teader Jacdyn

Kain.

January 28. Joint Meding with

Kensington-Rockvill e Branch. Who Owns

the Airways?

February 11.Tour of the American Indian

Museum.

March 11.Bookand Author: First Ladies

andthe Media. Spedker: Maureen Beasley

April 224¢23. Annual Meeting as part of

the Maryland State Conference

May. A Look at the International Scene.

Speder: TBD.

June 10. Go to the theder.

It shoud be aninteresting yea so | hope
that youll mark these dates on you
cdendar, invite your friends, and dan to
join usthroughou the yea.

Contad meif you have any suggestions or
comments for programs for thisyea and
next: 703-739-2522,

Sandra.seppal a@verizon.net.

Kathy Frost withdraws
acceptance as Executive
Director



Everyone who heard her at the
convention was delighted with Kathy Frost,
the Exeautive Diredor designate.
Unfortunately, she resigned before she
started with the foll owing letter:

Colleagues:

It iswith degy disappantment and
sadnessthat we advise you that Kathy Frost
has withdrawn from her status eff ective
August 1, as AAUW Executive Director,
dueto totally unanticipated hedth reasons.

While we are devastated, Kathy is all
the more devastated and wants to
communicae her thoughsto al of you:

Thisweek | did the toughest thing
|©ve ever dore professondly.... | informed
the AAUW and Education Founcition
Presidents and the AAUW Senior
Leadership Tean that | would be unableto
aacept the position as your Exeautive
Diredor.

Youwill never know how
disappanted | am in this outcome. When |
retired from the Army, | had na planned to
work. That quickly changed. When | heard
abou the AAUW job, read you history,
internalized you misson, and met your
members on the search committeg | was
convinced that not only was the Executive
Diredor the job for me, but that thiswould
be amarriage made in heaven. | was even
more convinced after the wnvention. The
AAUW senior leadership tean reinforced
this perceptiontime and time ayain sincemy
seledion was annowced, bath in providing
awonderful welcome and asoin
demonstrating unique commitment, ability
and pofesgonalism.... not unlike the
membership asawhadle. | was excited and
energized that | would be associated with
such agroupwho believed like | did and
aggressvely worked to improve the future
for women and grls.

| can oy say | am so very sorry |
wonCx be joining you.What you doredly
matters, and | wanted to be apart of it. |
would never have gplied for the pasitionif
| had though this outcome was a possbility.
Looking badk, though,l am glad | did

becaise | have foundin all of youan
example that demonstrates every day, that if
goodwomen work together, womenin
genera will be better off. If after my
treament | can ever help AAUW in any
way, | hopeyouwill cdl onme. | look
forward to remaining an adive branch
member and contributing somehow to a
glorious organization and misson.

| wish youall aproductive retred
and a succesdul year ahead. Thank youfor
your commitment to making AAUW
stronger and the future for women brighter.
Kathy Frost

Interi mED Announcenent
Barbara O©Conna, President, AAUW Educaional
Foundation
Ruth Swedser, President, AAUW

We ae very pleased to annourncethat
Michele Warhalic Wetherald will serve &
the Interim Exeautive Diredor of AAUW,
effective & of August 8, 2005.In the
interest of maintaining the forward
momentum of AAUW at this criticd paint,
we believe Micheleis an exceptional choice
for the exeautive leader.

Asgciation Strategies, the firm that
brought Kathy Frost and Pat Nichadsto the
attention d AAUW, identified severa
candidates, and aher arrangements, to fill
the immediate vacancy creaed by Kathy
Frost©s unexpeded decision ndo take the
Exeautive Diredor pasition. These persons
and ogions were @nsidered onthe basis of
their qualifications, avail abili ty and match
with AAUWOs needs. As past president of
AAUWOs Lega Advocacy Fund,Micheleis
atrusted leader who has demonstrated her
commitment to AAUW®Os misson; she has
also been amember of the two previous
seach teans for AAUW exeautive leaers.

Michele brings extensive experience
in bah the pulic and private sedorsin
management and administration to her new
paosition with AAUW.

We ask for your strong suppat of
Michele & de undertakes the dhallenging
job as Interim Exeautive Diredor of



AAUW, and knav youwill join usin
welcoming her.

A seach committeewill be formed
at the erliest passble moment to begin
working with Association Strategies to fill
the Exeautive Diredor vacaicy.

Book Group | nvites New

Members

Fiction, paetry, memoirs, biography, short
stories, nonfiction—we read them al at the
monthly Book Group.We med on Tuesday
evenings, 6:15+8, at Zorbas Caféin Duport
Circle. Ched the cdendar for the dates.

Welll start out thisyea with two related
books. Thefirst isan urusual biography-
fiction bookcdled Flaubert’s Parrot, in
which the author, Julian Barnes, investigates
the life of Gustave Flaubert, author of
Madame Bovary, through letters and
critiques. Join usto find ou abou his parrot.
Well follow up that with Madame Bovary
in October.

We will med monthly at Zorba's through
May. In June, we will med at a member's
home to dscussabookand view afilm
adapted from it. Pleasejoin thislively
group.Contad Sandy Seppalafor more
information, 7037392522,
sandra.seppal a@verizon.net.

Thank-you to all the

Washington, DC Volunteers
Jo AnnRich, 2005 AAUW Convention LAC Co-
Chair
When you ¢t agroup o energized,
dedicated, and professonal women together,
it isa WIN-WIN situation. That iswhat
happened at thisyea's AAUW National

Conventionin Washington, DC.

The main reason for the mnvention's
successwas due to our wonderful
volunteas. Most of our volunteea's (bath
male and female) came from Maryland, DC,
and Virginia, bu we dso had suppat from
membersin ou neighbaing states, like New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and North
Carolina. The 130 vdunteegsworked in

registration, signs, spedal needs, workshops,
the information desk and the Business
Medingsin pasitions that normally require
300 people. Our volunteas did doube and
triple duty and were terrific. The
Assciation was impressed. Thank-you to all
the volunteas.

The hardest working groupwas the
Locd Arrangements Committee Although,
we did na plan the program or the business
agenda, our committeedid almost
everything else. On behalf of my Co-Chair,
Karen Richardson and myself, | would like
to pubicly thank all the members of the
LAC for their dedicationto AAUW, their
persistencein getting the job dore %ight,°
and for the long hous that they put into their
assgnments. Thank-you to the following
sub-committee ©-chairsonthe LAC:

Edie Allison (MD) and Nora Putt (MD)
for Signs

Terry Sayler (MD) and Joanne Malkin
(VA) for Volunteers

Marty Amrhein (MD) and Kay
Wendowski (MD) for Spedal Needs
Ruth Bennett (VA) and Vera Willi s (VA)
for Hospitality/I nformation Desk

Carol Graves (MD) and Margery Sullivan
(MD) for Floor Voting

Dian Belanger (MD) and Theresa Merke
(VA) for Floor Procedures

Carol Ward (VA) and Eileen Menton
(MD) for Elections

Lynn Hapchuk (MD) and Anne Crevling
(MD) for Credentials

Anne Martin (DC) and Enid Housty (VA)
for On-site Registration

Diane Roca (MD) and Gale Dugan (DC)
for Advanced Registration

Barbara Fetterhoff (M D) for being the
LAC Treasurer

Besides working at the cnvention,
most of our voluntea's met new people from
aroundthe wurtry and even their own state,
learned more dou AAUW and its influence
onthe lives of women and girls, and head
Jehan Sadat's inspiring but humorous
speed. Many, like Dianne Dezio from the
Severna Park Branch, are looking forward to



helping again in 2009when the mnwvention
returns to Washington, DC. Dianne sent me
the foll owing e-mail:
“Just wanted to thank you for being so
persistent in getting me to volunteer for the
convention. I had a WONDERFUL time. 1
was very impressed with the convention,
with the speakers, with the strong women
advocates, with how well it was run, and
with the variety of the program. I enjoyed
everything I was able to participate in.
Sign me up for the next one!!”

It has been a pleasure working with
AAU W-Washington, DC.

Med a Matters
Federal Communica tions
Watch
Mary Ann Banta

Whileit appearsto be easy to get
people cncerned abou the violent and
sexually suggestive images ontelevision, it
ismore difficult to create interest in
problems like the cncentration d media
ownership bylarge rporations. This has
led to corporations emphasizing &he bottom
line® even in the newsrooms. Minority
media ownership was once high griority. It
isnolonger apriority and, as aresult,
minority ownership o all mediais
dedining.

It isthe FCC that seesto the
implementation d rules that govern such
important questions as concentration d
media ownership and accessto information.
The FCC got some media mverage when
Michad Powell, son d former Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, was the FCC chairman.
He has sncestepped down to take aposition
with Providence Equity Partners, aprivate
equity firm that in recent yeas has built a$9

.
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The new FCC chairman, Kevin
Martin, has nat had such ahigh profile.
Candy Crowley, areporter for CNN, naed
when she annowunced the gppantment of
Penny Nanceto the FCC, 4t ishard to judge
what they (the FCC) are daoing®. Whois
Penny Nance? The Columbia Journalism
Review cdls her a hidden angle® Nanceis
alongtime anti-pornography adivist. She
has been a board member of Concerned
Women for Americawhose goal isto @ring
Biblicd principlesinto al | evels of pulic
pdicy®. Yes, Candy,what isthe FCC upto?

Supporta F air and
In dependentJu di ci ary

With the annourcement by U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O'Conna of her retirement, AAUW honas
Justice O'Conna for her yeas of faithful
pulic serviceto the nation and her
distinction as the first woman to serve onthe
U.S. Supreme Court.

Justice O©Conna has played a
balancing role on the Court and a criticd
part in proteding civil rights and individual
li berties. Justice O'Conna received the
AAUW Achievement Award in 1988to
recognize her for outstanding and
groundire&ing acomplishments as a
femalejurist aswell as her historic position
asthe first woman onthe Supreme Court.
Over the @urse of her 24 terms onthe
bench, she has been recognized as the swing
vote on a number of casesthat have darified
and proteded many civil li berties and
protedions for women, most notably
dedsions related to reproductive hedth and
privacy. Her departure |eaves the future of
many close 5-4 Supreme Court dedsionsin
serious question.

Carefull yR evi ew Robert s©
RecordonTitl e I X

Whil e the Senate is preparing for
upcoming hearings to consider the
nomination d JohnRobertsto the U.S.
Supreme Court, trouding information



regarding Roberts© phil osophy onisales
critica to maintaining decades of progress
for women and girls - such as Title I X, pay
equity, and aher civil rights - are coming to
light.

AAUW is particularly concerned
abou Title IX of the Educaion
Amendments of 1972,the law that prohibits
sex discrimination in educaion. Recantly
disclosed memos ow that Roberts has
repeatedly pressed for alimited
interpretation d Title IX.

a. Roberts argued that Title IX did
not apply to auniversity's athletics program
if the spedfic program did na diredly
receive money from the federal government;
regardlessof whether the university itself
received federal funds (National Women©s
Law Center, 8/3/05; Washington Post,
8/1/05).

bApplied more broadly, Roberts©
line of reasoning on this question could have
negatively impaded the gplicaionand
enforcement of other criticd civil rights
laws smilar to Title IX.

c. Ina1992case, Roberts co-
authored an amicus brief arguing against
allowing a sexually harassed student to sue
her schod and schod officials for monetary
damages. Roberts© overly restrictive view of
appropriate remedies under Title IX was
rgeded urenimously by the U.S. Supreme
Court, which held that victims of sexual
discrimination can recover monetary
damages under Title IX.

AAUW finds RobertsO restrictive
interpretation d Title IX quite troulding for
a Supreme Court nominee; criticd rights for
women and girls have been won and
proteded through the wurts, but they are
halow victoriesif we canna hold thasein
authority acourntable for civil rights
violations.

Viol ence A gain st W onen
Acto f2 005
The Violence Against Women Act
(VAWA) will expire on September 30, 2005
unlessCongresstakes geps to reauthorize

thislegislation. The aurrent bill providesthe
oppatunity not only to continue succes<ul
and wtal programs, bu also to expand on 10
yeas of progressto further the safety and
stabili ty of the lives of survivors of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault and
stalking.

VAWA was originaly passed in
1994 ,and reauthorized in 2000with
overwhelming bipartisan suppat. VAWA
improved awareness protedion, and
criminal justiceresporse for victims of
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual
assault and stalking. The bill ©s
reauthorizationwill continue to improve the
situation for victims while helping to reduce
the incidence of domestic violenceby
providing much needed services and
suppat. VAWA 2005(S. 1197H.R. 2879
would reauthorize legislation that has
contributed to the dedine in damestic
violencesinceitsinceptionin 1994,

VAWA 2005would enhancethe
civil and criminal justiceresporse; improve
services and oureach to victims; provide
resources for sexual assault victims through
rape aisis centers and state coaliti ons; help
chil dren and youth who experience or
witnessviolence address the needs of
victims from communities of color; aid
immigrant and tribal victims; and suppat
prevention, kealth, howsing and econamic
seaurity programs designed to stop violence
and help victims.

Higher E ducati on A ct

Reaut hori zatio n

Urge your U.S. Representative to
modernize the Higher Educaion Act (HEA)
in order to refled the needs of the modern
coll ege student popuation and make higher
educaion more accessbleto all students -
including milli ons of 2nortraditi onal®
female students.

HEA isupfor reauthorizationin the
109h Congress While both the House and
Senate ae aurrently working on drafting
HEA legisiation, Rep. John Boehner (R-OH)
has introduced the Coll ege Accessand



Oppatunity Act (H.R. 609) in the House.
AAUW believesthat athough this bill
maintains many important programs for
coll ege students, it does not adequately
invest in helping women - particularly
nortraditional female students - attain a
college educdion.

AAUW believes that the most
important goal of HEA reauthorization
shoud be bringing the bill upto date with
the modern coll ege student. This means
upckting financial aid, broadening accessto
child care, and providing funding for
suppat service programs off ering
courseling, mentoring, tutoring, and aher
servicesto help norraditional students
succeed.
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2005-2006 Cal endar

W atch the newsltter for updates on meeting dates, tines and lbcations.



September

10 Kick-off Branch M eeting Potluck: Getting to
Know Us: Hear Stories from Our Members.
11:30a.m., Bombay Room. Contad: Sandy
Seppala.

13 Book Group. 6:15 pm., Zorba' s Café. Book:
Flaukert’s Parr ot by Julian Barnes. Contact
Sandy Seppala

Octaober

8 Tour of Embassy of Finland and Exhibit:
Sauma (Design as Cultural Interface).
11:30a.m. Lunch at Old Europe, 1:00 pm.
Contad: Sandy Seppala.

11 Book Group. Tues,, 6:15, Zorba' s Café. Book:
Madame Bovery by Gustave Flaubert. Contad:
Sandy Seppala

20 Branch Board Mesting. 5:45p.m. Alfio's.
Contad Anne Martin, dannemartin@aol.com

21 Newdetter Article Deadline. Send to Nancy
Roman, nancy.roman6@verizon.net.

November

8 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

12 Branch Luncheon Meding. Speaker: Pauline
Muchina, Ph.D. In Women’s Hands: African
Women Battling HIV/AIDS. 11:30, Alfio's.
Contad: Sandy Seppala

December

10 Holiday Luncheon. Speaker: Jackie Kalin.
American Women: Gifts of Giving. 11:30am.
Maggiano's. Contad: Sandy Seppala.

13 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: ?72.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

January

10 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

12 Branch Board Mesting. 5:45p.m. Alfio's.
Contad Anne Martin, dannemartin@aol.com

28 Joint M eding with Kensington Branch.
Topic: Who Owns the Airways? 11:30 am,
Alfio's.

February

11 Tour the National Museum of the American
Indian. Lunch at museum. Time TBD.

14 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

March
10 Newdletter Article Deadline. Send to Nancy
Roman, nancy.roman6@verizon.net.

11 women’sHistory Month. First Ladies andthe
Media. Speker: Maureen Beadey

11:30am. Alfio's. Contad: Sandy Seppala.

14 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

16 Branch Board Meeting. 5:45p.m. Alfio's.
Contad Anne Martin, dannemartin@aol.com

April

11 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

22423 Annual Meding in conjunction with the
Maryland State Conference Two days.
Contad: Sandy Seppala.

27 Branch Board Mesting. 5:45p.m. Alfio's.
Contad Anne Martin, dannemartin@aol.com

May

9 Book Group. Tues., 6:15 pm., Book: TBD.
Contad Sandy Seppala.

13 Branch Luncheon Meding. A Look at the
International Scene. 11:30, Charlie Chiang's.

19 Newdletter Article Deadline. Send to Nancy
Roman, nancy.roman6@verizon.net.

June

TBD Book Group Potluck, Video and Book
Discusgon. Contad Sandy Seppala.

10 Theater and lunch. Theater TBD. Contad:

Sandy Seppala

13 Naturalization Reception.

15 Duesdeadlinefor FY 2006-07.






